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Methods : The experiments used male NMRI mice, weighing 22-24 g obtained from the Centre d'Elevage Roger Janvier (France). Each experi mental group contained 10 mice.
Testing consisted of suspending each animal in the apparatus using scotch tape and measuring the total duration of immobility and the power of the movements during a 6 min test. Six animals could be tested at one time and the randomisation schedule, behavioural measurements and statistical analysis (Dunnett's t-test) were carried out auto matically by the ITEMATIC-TST.
The minimal effective dose (M. E. D.) was the lowest dose ex erting a statistically significant effect.
Results (Fig.) . Two other atypical antidepressants bupropion (M. E. D.: 4 mg/kg) and nomifensine (M. E. D.: 0. 5 mg/kg) caused similar decreases in immobility with increases in the power of the movements (data not shown). The specific serotonin uptake inhibitor citalopram, like the other antidepressants, decreased the duration of immobil ity but had no clear effects on the power of the movements (Fig.) . In contrast to these antidepres sants, the neuroleptic haloperidol increased the duration of immobility but had no effects on the power of the movements. Similar profiles were observed with two other neuroleptics, chlorpromazine (M. E. D.: 2 mg/kg) and sulpiride (M. E. D.: 16 mg/kg)-data not shown. Similarly to the neuro leptics, the minor tranquillisers diazepam (Fig.) and shown) increased the duration of immobility but in contrast to the neuroleptics clearly decreased the power of the movements.
Comments : These results show that various kinds of antidepressants, like in the classical "behavioural despair" test , clearly decrease the duration of immobility in the tail suspension test. It should be noted that the atypical antidepressants bupropion, nomifensine and viloxazine, although possessing different mechanisms of action, show similar profiles to tricyclic and monoamine oxidase inhibitors in this behavioural test procedure thereby confirming its predictive validity. 
Conclusion
: The fact that pharmacologically distinct classes of psychotropic compound have dif ferent profiles of activity on the two parameters measured in this automatic version of the tail suspension test suggest that the procedure, which is extremely rapid, may be useful as a primary screening test for characterising the psychotropic activity of novel compounds.
